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Ixora / Tooth & Nail Records

CULTURE COLLIDE GRADE : 88

Like spotting an animal you thought extinct casually grazing in the woods, Copeland's announcement of a new album coming this year was a complete shock — they've been broken up for years. Would the band pick up where they left off or head in a completely new direction? Ixora charts its own path like past Copeland albums, but leans heavily on the past for its musical inspiration instead of being completely new.

Still its own distinct piece of work, the new album has an overarching melancholy to it resembling Eat, Sleep, Repeat. Not quite as steeped in despair as ESR, Ixora breaks free of the past by tweaking familiarity. Aaron Marsh's vocals on "Lavender," for example, are the reason people fell in love with Copeland, but the song switches things up with a rhythmic percussion section that succeeds in finding a new sound. 

Copeland also still refuses to be confined to any particular genre and has sprinkled in random instruments. "World Turn" perfectly places a smooth saxophone which is unexpected, but not out of place. "Like A Lie" also bends expectations with a sultry groove that sounds like it should be on a Rhye album.

Was this album worth a Copeland comeback? It feels a bit pieced together in a way that doesn't tell a specific story. But every track stands on its own, and with each listen the record reveals itself more, until it feels like an essential part of the band's discography.

Standout tracks: “Erase”; “Lavender”; “Chiromancer”
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